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secure	a	 lasting	 foundation	 for	peace,	urgent	action	 is	needed	 to	address	 the	most	pressing	













The	 former	 military	 regime	 pursued	 a	 policy	 of	 privat-isation,	 giving	 rise	 to	 corruption,	





of	 total	 health-care	 spending	 by	 2016,	 a	 40%	 increase	 since	 2009.2	 The	 National	 Health	





Despite	 training	 capacity,	 including	 35	 medical	 scho-ols,	 Sudan	 has	 a	 shortage	 of	 health	
workers,	with	only	4·1	physicians	and	8·3	nurses	and	midwives	per	10 000	population	in	2015.6,7	






















International	 support	could	help	catalyse	 the	 required	 transformation,	but	Sudan	 receives	
low	levels	of	development	funding:	less	than	half	the	average	for	Africa	and	the	Middle	East.	
In	 2016	 and	 2017,	 Sudan	 received	 only	 $39	 million	 for	 health-related	 development	
programmes,	 little	 of	 which	 reached	 conflict	 zones	 in	 which	 humanitarian	 access	 is	 a	
challenge.4	The	health	system’s	long-term	sustainability	will	ultimately	depend	on	domestic	
resources.	
Sudan’s	 power	 sharing	 agreement	 creates	 an	 oppor-tunity	 for	 a	 more	 representative	 and	




diverse,	 with	more	 than	 500	 ethnic	 groups	 speaking	 at	 least	 100	 languages	 living	 within	 its	
borders.	 Whatever	 the	 technical	 solutions	 to	 the	 challenges	 facing	 Sudan’s	 health	 system,	
inclusivity	and	the	pursuit	of	social	cohesion	will	be	paramount	to	their	success.	
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